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 CORDLESS BATTERY SAFETY 
Power tools require operator respect in specific ways. They must be used carefully and kept in safe operating condition, 
whether they are in the hands of a professional tradesman, an amateur do-it-yourselfer, or a vocational student. The 
demands of safety apply to all. The material presented here is a compilation of carefully selected safe use precautions as 
they relate to specific electric power tool CAUTIONS, WARNINGS and DANGERS. The purpose is to highlight the safe use 
of specific tools that have a potential of causing injury if ignored. The warnings and instructions on the power tool and in its 
operator’s manual provide the best source of safety information for the tool. Read and understand the contents and follow 
the advisements of operator’s manuals on each specific power tool and all related accessories. This is considered essential 
to the safe operation of any power tool. Review PTI’s Safety is Specific publication for general power tool safety. 

Cordless tools get their electrical power from batteries. They demand the same respect that 
corded tools demand. Remember, cordless tools are very capable of causing injury if all 
safety precautions are not followed. Cordless tools come in many types; read and 
understand this safety information for the type of cordless tool you are using, as well as the 
operator’s manual provided with the tool. 

Good Personal Safety is a Must 
Following good safety practices when using cordless tools is a must. Make a habit of including safety in all your activities. 
In addition to the instructions to Safety is Specific section: 
• To avoid accidental starting, remove batteries or lock off the switch when the tool is not being used, when changing

accessories, and when adjusting or cleaning tools.
• Broken or abused battery packs can leak chemicals that can cause irritation or burns. If you come into contact with

these chemicals, flush the area with water. If it contacts the eyes, flush with water and seek medical help.
• Batteries may vent gas that can explode near a source of ignition, like a pilot light. Never use any cordless tool in the

presence of open flame.
• Do not place battery packs near fire or heat. The battery packs could explode.

Choose the Right Battery Pack for the Tool 
Use cordless tools only with their recommended battery packs. Other battery packs may create a risk of fire, burns, and 
explosions. 

Charge Battery Packs Safely 
• Charge battery packs only with their recommended chargers
• Charge in a dry location.
• Do not charge near combustible materials.
• Do not use a charger or battery pack if it has been hit, dropped or damaged.
• Keep tools, battery packs and chargers out of the reach of children and people unfamiliar with the tools.
• Do not charge outdoors.  Keep out of direct sunlight while charging.

Maintain and Store Battery Packs Safely 
• Do not take apart the charger or battery pack. Take the tool, charger, and battery to an authorized service

center for all repairs. Do not attempt to repair them yourself.
• Store battery packs away from other metal objects like paper clips, coins, keys, nails, screws, or other small metal

objects. These things can make a connection from one terminal to the other, shorting the battery terminals together
and causing burns or fire.

• Store the battery pack away from extreme temperature conditions.
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Disposing of Battery Packs 
Properly dispose of battery packs to help protect the environment and avoid fires in waste processing facilities. 
• For more information on Lithium-Ion Battery safety, please visit www.takechargeofyourbattery.com. 
• Battery pack chemistries can be dangerous to the environment under certain conditions. Recycle or dispose of 

properly. 
• Be alert for battery packs that are nearing their end of life. If you notice decreased tool performance or significantly 

shorter running time between charges, then it is time to replace the battery pack. Failure to do so can cause the tool 
to operate improperly or damage the charger. 

• Refer to the instructions included with your battery pack for proper disposal/recycling of the battery packs. Local, 
state, or federal laws prohibit disposal of certain batteries in ordinary trash. 

• Place electrical tape over the battery pack’s terminals before disposing/recycling. 
• Call 1-877-723-1297 for battery disposal information. At the end of your battery pack’s useful life, take it to a 

Call2Recycle participating retailer nearest you. For more information, visit their website at www.call2recycle.org. 
 
Do not incinerate a battery pack or throw it into fire even if it is damaged or is completely worn out. Battery packs can 
explode in a fire. See PTI’s instructional information here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 NOTICE  
The contents are not meant to be, nor should they be considered, an absolute or complete presentation of the safety measures and procedures that 
relate to using the power tools covered. Obviously every possible application cannot be foreseen. This brochure’s purpose is to highlight only some 
important safety and safety related information compiled from the experience of Institute members and other reliable safety oriented sources. Individual 
manufacturers’ tool operator’s manuals, shipped with tools and accessories, are recommended as a final source for proper procedures for specific tool 
usage. 

http://www.takechargeofyourbattery.com/
http://www.call2recycle.org/
https://www.takechargeofyourbattery.com/videos/safe-handling-of-overheated-lithium-ion-batteries/
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