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                                             IMPACT WRENCHES & IMPACT DRIVERS  
Power tools require operator respect in specific ways. They must be used carefully and kept in safe operating condition, 
whether they are in the hands of a professional tradesman, an amateur do-it-yourselfer, or a vocational student. The 
demands of safety apply to all. The material presented here is a compilation of carefully selected safe use precautions as 
they relate to specific electric power tool CAUTIONS, WARNINGS and DANGERS. The purpose is to highlight the safe use 
of specific tools that have a potential of causing injury if ignored. The warnings and instructions on the power tool and in its 
operator’s manual provide the best source of safety information for the tool. Read and understand the contents and follow 
the advisements of operator’s manuals on each specific power tool and all related accessories. This is considered essential 
to the safe operation of any power tool. Review PTI’s Safety is Specific publication for general power tool safety. 

 
Impact wrenches and Impact Drivers are used for tightening and loosening fasteners, and 
sometimes for light drilling. The tool’s high torque output is preferred to many other tools (such 
as a standard drill) because it minimizes torque reaction. Impact tools do, however, pose some 
risks that require your attention. 
 
 

Good Personal Safety is a Must 
Following good safety practices when using power tools is a must. Make a habit of including safety in all your activities. 
• Wear proper hearing protection. 
• Remove bits and side handles when carrying the tool hooked to a tool belt. 

Choose the Right Tool and Accessory 
Choosing the correct tool and the proper accessory for your application can help to reduce the risk of serious injury. 
When used according to the manufacturer’s instructions, the proper tool and accessory will make the job safer and 
faster. 
• Use only bits that are specifically designated for “impact tool”. Other bits which are made for hand tool use will not 

withstand impact use. They are subject to premature failure, breaking and possibly causing injury. 
• Always check the socket carefully for wear, cracks or damage before use. 
• Other accessories for impact tools are available, such as chucks, drill bits and driver bits. Be sure the accessory is 

specifically made for your job. 

Before Impacting... 
Before working with an impact tool, make sure the tool and its accessories are in proper working order. Failure to do so 
may increase your risk of injury. 
• Know what is behind a workpiece before you do the job. Do not cut into existing walls or other blind areas where 

electrical wiring, water, or gas pipes may exist. If this situation is unavoidable, disconnect all fuses/circuit breakers, and 
shut off any water and gas lines feeding this work site. Always be sure you have firm footing. 

• Be sure no one is below you when using the tool in high locations. 
• Never use a wire, soft pin or nail to hold the socket onto the square anvil of the impact wrench. If the proper retaining 

device on the tool is broken, have the tool repaired before use. 

While Impacting... 
• NEVER overreach! For maximum control, hold the impact wrench firmly with both hands after securing the 

workpiece. 
• Don’t force the tool. It will do the job better and safer at the rate for which it was intended. Always check 

maximum operating speeds established for sockets used on your impact wrench. 
• Avoid over-impacting, particularly on small bolt sizes. Small bolts could easily be broken or the threads stripped. 

Over-impacting can cause early failure of fasteners or other damage and can lead to accidents. 
• On jobs where a low or critical level of torque is required, do the final tightening with a hand torque wrench. The 

proper torque may differ depending upon the kind or size of the bolt. 

When Done... 
Unplug or remove battery, clean and store the impact wrench in a safe, dry place after use. Store sockets with care. Do not 
drop them or subject them to excessive heat, cold or humidity. 
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Always Remember... 
• To reduce the risk of injury, unplug or remove the battery of the impact wrench before changing sockets or other  

accessories. 
• Do not use an impact wrench in wet or damp environments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 NOTICE  
The contents are not meant to be, nor should they be considered, an absolute or complete presentation of the safety measures and procedures that 
relate to using the power tools covered. Obviously every possible application cannot be foreseen. This brochure’s purpose is to highlight only some 
important safety and safety related information compiled from the experience of Institute members and other reliable safety oriented sources. Individual 
manufacturers’ tool operator’s manuals, shipped with tools and accessories, are recommended as a final source for proper procedures for specific tool 
usage. 
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